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growths are well established, and the presence of a manifest tumor 
does not mean that it is too late to perform a radical operation. The 
disease may involve a great part of all of the stomach, so that it is 
irremovable, and gastrectomy is impracticable. Robson has per¬ 
formed jejunostomy with advantage in two such cases. The patients 
were relieved of pain; one lived three months and the other twelve 
months. The immediate risks of partial gastrectomy as calculated 
from a considerable series of cases are between 14 and 16 pei cent. 
Of twenty-seven cases of total gastrectomy, collected from all sources by 
Peterson, ten patients died, a mortality of 30 per cent. 

The thorough removal of the disease may bring about as much 
relief to the patient as does the operation for the removal of cancer of 
the breast, uterus and other organs of the body, and in some cases a 
complete cure may follow. 


Successful Treatment of a Case of Thoracic Aneurysm, Threatening 
to Rupture Externally.— Young ( Lancet , September 22, 1906) reports 
a very interesting cure by what was practically the Tufnell treatment. 
It consisted of as nearly absolute rest as possible, restricted diet for 
a week and later an ordinary fish diet, no stimulation, and potassium 
iodide, grains 10 three times a day. The dose was quickly and steadily 
increased so that by the end of the third week 60 grains was being 
taken three times a day, with no ill effects at any time. As a local 
application to the swelling, collodion was painted all over the surface, 
every night and morning. Instead of continuing his previous downward 
progress, he commenced to improve from almost -the commencement 
of the treatment. At the end of three weeks the patient said he had 
not been so well for four years. In about six weeks he was discharged 
apparently cured. 
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Calomel in Enteric Fever. —C. B. Ker ( Edin. Med. Jour., 1906, No. 1, 
p. 29), after discussing the use of various antiseptics in typhoid fever, 
lauds calomel as being superior to them all, particularly when employed 
in connection with intestinal irrigations. He denominates his treat¬ 
ment “antisepsis by elimination,” and has used it in 758 cases of enteric 
fever. The treatment consists in administering aperient doses of calo¬ 
mel (3 grains) every second or third day, supplemented by hot water 
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irrigations of the colon. The diet is chiefly milk, and water-drinking 
is encouraged. The advantages of the method are that it produces no 
pain and does not cause diarrhoea. The percentage of perforations 
was under 2 per cent., a rather low figure; hemorrhage occurred in 
8.04 per cent., which seems large, but the loss of blood in many of the 
instances was slight. Marked meteorism is a contraindication to the 
use of calomel, but this manifestation may be caused to disappear by 
giving a small irrigation, and calomel may be allowed after twenty-four 
hours, unless blood appears as the result of the enema. Mercurialism 
was never noted. The death-rate of the patients treated as above 
was 9.36 per cent., but in calculating these figures no deductions are 
made of cases dying within forty-eight hours after admission. The 
author concludes with the statements that the calomel treatment is 
not unsafe, and ulcerative accidents are not increased. He makes 
the claim that the treatment leaves the patient free to deal with the 
enteric poison and relieves him from septic absorption; the bowel is 
kept clean, meteorism is reduced, and diuresis is assisted. The sug¬ 
gestion is made that this method in connection with the use of a specific 
serum, when such is obtainable, would be the most rational to employ 
in enteric fever. 


Leukocytogenous Serum in Surgical Infections. — Paul Delbet (Revue 
de Therapeuiique, 1906, No. 11, p. 384) has employed the horse serum 
of Petit with considerable success in various surgical infections. The 
serum may be used either in fluid form or as a powder; it is applied 
locally to the lesion itself, or in its immediate neighborhood. It may 
be injected into the tissues or applied as a wet dressing upon gauze. 
The action of the serum is both local and general; under its em¬ 
ployment the toxic symptoms become less marked, the temperature 
falls, and the pulse-rate diminishes. Locally, after from four to six 
hours, the wound becomes more moist and in the severe instances 
the pus becomes more abundant. No untoward symptoms have 
been noted. In puerperal infection the author packs the uterus with 
sterile gauze impregnated with the serum, and in the case cited rapid 
amelioration followed the procedure. Previous to the packing the 
septic contents of the uterus was removed by curettage. In four in¬ 
stances of appendicitis of severe grade success followed the use of 
the serum. In a case of postoperative peritonitis and in an instance 
of sloughing hemorrhoids the treatment failed. 


The Effect of Potassium Iodide in Experimental Arteriosclerosis Due 
to Adrenalin Inoculations. —W. T. Cummins and P. S. Stout ( Univer¬ 
sity of Pennsylvania Medical Bulletin, 1906, No. 5, p. 101) after ob¬ 
serving a series of experiments in rabbits state tentatively as a pre¬ 
liminary report that potassium iodide may be effectual in preventing 
the development of arteriosclerosis due to adrenalin inoculations. It 
seems probable that the salt has no absorptive properties, after the 
arteriosclerosis has appeared. Further research is being carried on by 
the authors. 


The Treatment of Aneurysm by Relaxation of Arterial Tension. —H. 

Hucharu (Journal des praticiens, 1906, No. 20, p. 307)) reports three 
instances of aneurysm which he has followed, two for eight years and 
one for four years, in two of which permanent cure has resulted from 



